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Social Emotions in the Perspective of Social Mentality

WANG Jun—xiu

(Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Social emotions are the core element of social mentality with their dynamic function and

the experience shared by a group or most members of a society. Its research paradigm covers the mi-

croscopic, mesoscopic and macroscopic levels. Thus, social emotions also include individual emotion,

collective emotion and the emotion shared by members of a society. Social emotions are composed of
core affect, primary emotion and secondary emotion at the individual level, and emotion climate at the

social level. Social emotions are effected by social needs, expectations and social cognition. Social e-

motions are the dynamical element of social transformation and social change, and are expressed as e-

motional energy. Aiming at the maximization of emotional energy, emotional energy becomes the driv-

ing force of social operation. Emotional energy in social interaction produces an effect on social opera-

tion. Energies of positive or negative emotions can respectively lead to social cohesion or social aliena-

tion.
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