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On Differences between Giving
" Middle Answers' or Not in Surveys

FENG Xiao-tian

(Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)
Abstract ;: According to the logic of experiment and with the data got from a
= survey, this research discusses two design methods of giving answers about atti-
tude and evaluation in questionnaire design. The results show that there were
distinct differences between the result from even number format which had no
middle answers and the result from odd number format which had middle answers
— in it. The degree of difference, ranging from 5% to 33%, differs with the nature
‘ of questions. The middle answers mainly" attract' those respondents who want
to answer with comparative degree, but have no effect on those respondents with
extreme answers. Whether middle answers and their proportion in the question-
naire are objective existence or self-concealed space remains an issue to be further
discussed.
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18~31 52. 8 53.4 P=.889
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37.0 38.0
2357 . 96 % ,
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48.0 48.8 pP=.711 .
52.0 51.2
18~21 15.8 16.7
22~27 61.0 56.8 P=.101 ’
28~31 23.2 26.5
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( %)
2.3 1.4
L 12.8 4.3
32.8
( 47.0 28.1
37.9 33.4
(n) (813) (793)
36.4 35.2
5 55.4 48.3
12.0
7.9 2.6
0.3 1.8
(n) (343) (383)
35.7 35.0
3 59.1 47.8
14.9
5.0 1.0
0.3 1.3
(n) (342) (383)
52.7 52.9
33.6 40.9
4. 11.8
1.2 5.4
0.8 0.8
(n) (1164) (1186)
66.8 67.8
27.7 29.3
5. 4.9
0.5 2.8
0.1 0.1
(n) (1164) (1186)
5.2 3.2
6. 30.9 22.4
21.2
33.8 25.2
30.1 28.0
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